SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 25 OCTOBER 
2020 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South 
African Radio League read by ..............45 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively 
on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin 
is relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio and text bulletins can be 
downloaded from the League website at www.sarl.org.za. To join the bulletin 
mailing list, send an email to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 

THE DRAFT 2021 SARL BLUE BOOK CLOSING DATE 31st OCTOBER 
THE NOVEMBER 2020 RADIO ZS 

and 

INFORMATION ABOUT HF BEACONS 

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 


THE DRAFT 2021 SARL BLUE BOOK CLOSING DATE 31st 
OCTOBER 


Have you downloaded a copy of the Draft 2021 Blue Book from the League 
website? There is a link on the front page. Read through the MS Word 
document, on page 1 you will find the guidelines. The document is divided 
into the General Rules, VHF contests, the Sprints and the HF contests. Your 
comments and suggestions about the rules, length of a contest, starting and 
ending times, etc., must be sent to contest@sarl.org.za by Friday 30th October 
2020. The response so far has been very poor. 


Please note that the 2 200, 630, 60, 30, 17 and 12 metre bands are contest free, 
but nothing stops you and your Club from arranging an Activity Day, e.g. a 
60 m Grid Square Activity Day and then issue a certificate to participants. 


NEW ZEALAND 5 MHZ AMATEUR BAND USAGE CEASES 


Don Wallace, ZL2TLL the NZART Administration Liaison Officer says that 
NZART, the New Zealand National Amateur Society, advises that unfortu- 
nately the New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF) has advised that they are not 
willing to approve another renewal of the 5 MHz trial allocation/licence. As 


a result, all use by New Zealand amateurs of the two 5 MHz trial frequencies, 
5 353.0 kHz or 5 362.0 kHz ceased from midnight (23:59) on Saturday 24th 
October 2020. Although the trial is over (and all transmissions on the 
trial frequencies must cease), NZART will continue to work with RSM (the 
regulator) to see if there are other ways of providing New Zealand Amateurs 
with access to 5 MHz frequencies. 


THE NOVEMBER 2020 RADIO ZS 


The November 2020 issue of Radio ZS will be available for download from 
Wednesday 28th October. In this issue we look at on-line examinations, the 
IARU Region 1 Virtual General Conference, and finding and maintaining 
younger radio amateurs. Then there is a variety of linked dipoles to choose 
from, also a 30 and 40 m broadband hexbeam and a 4 transistor CW keyer. 
And more in this issue. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
INFORMATION ABOUT HF BEACONS 


Dennis, ZS4BS, the Region 1 HF Beacon Coordinator keeps a list of HF Beacons 
active around the world. Dennis is aware of a number of HF Beacons active 
from South Africa that do not appear in his list. The following information is 
required — the beacon frequency, call sign, QTH and grid locator, ERPw, the 
type of antenna and direction, the mode and hours of operation. This can be 
sent to zs4bs@iaru-rl.org. 


CONTEST NEWS 


Four logs were received for the Spring QRP Contest held on Saturday 10th 
October. 


1st Danie Schnetler, ZS6DPS — 52 points 
2nd Theuns Potgieter, ZS2EC - 40 points 
3rd Dienie Schnetler, ZS6DNI - 27 points 
4th Johannes van Zijl, ZS4DZ - 12 points 


The combined results of the 4 QRP Contests 
1st Danie Schnetler, ZS6DPS — 311 points 

2nd the West Rand ARC, ZSGWR - 246 points 
3rd Dienie Schnetler, ZS6DNI — 192 points 


Results were received for the SARL 80 m QSO Party, but there is an enquiry 
about a missing log, so the results will be published later. 


CLUB NEWS 


The Pretoria Amateur Radio Club will hold their next flea market on Saturday 
31st October 2020 at the Pretoria Old Motor Club in Keuning Street, Silverton. 
The gates will open at 09:00 for vendors and 10:00 for the rest. To book a 
table, please contact Almero du Pisani, ZS6LDP on mobile 083 938 8955 or 
send an email to almero.dupisani@up.ac.za. Everyone is welcome. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to remain 
at low levels. There is currently a single sunspot with a simple magnetic 
configuration visible. No major flaring activity is expected. If you want to do 
your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the 
week will be around two. The 10 to 30 m bands may, especially late afternoon, 
provide some good DX fun. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za 
for further information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 


Today until midnight UTC — the CQ WW DX SSB contest 

31st October — the Pretoria ARC Flea Market and the SARL 95 40 m Club 
Sprint 

07th November — the RaDAR Challenge 

14th November — the Overberg ARC year-end function 

14th and 15th November — the SARL VHF/UHF Analogue contest 


To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


Have you downloaded a copy of the Draft 2021 Blue Book from the League 
website? There is a link on the front page. Your comments and suggestions 
about the rules, length of a contest, starting and ending times, etc., must be 
sent to contest@sarl.org.za by Friday 30th October 2020. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio 
amateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, 
by following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to include in the bulletin should reach the news team no later than 
the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio program, 
Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The program can be heard on VHF 
and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by Louis, 
ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings 
at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. We welcome your signal reports, comments and 


suggestions; please send these by email to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Dennis Green, ZS4BS, edited 
by Dave Reece, ZS1DFR and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


